“I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless.
Then I will make my covenant between me and you
and will greatly increase your numbers.”

January 2016 Update

Genesis 17:1-2
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Quite a few people have inquired this last year
about what is happening with Go Forth Ministry.
Let me explain as best I can...
Go Forth Ministry is a tool - a means to an end. The
tool is not our mandate given to us by Jesus to ‘take
the Gospel to the world’, it is just an instrument
to help us towards that target. As when doing
any task, tools are very beneﬁcial. But it is not
wise to keep using a tool if it
no longer serves with the
eﬃciency that it once did.
About two years ago God made it very clear that He
wanted to take us to a new level or new kind of
ministry. He didn't give us anything more than that,
except that I would not be able to move forward into
it if I con nued to keep chipping away with the same
tool - doing all the 'behind the scenes' work in Go
Forth Ministry that I had been doing all these years.
As you might imagine, this has put us in quite a
quandary – to say the least! I feel somewhat like
Abram might have felt when God invited him to pack
up, leave behind everyone and everything that he
was familiar with, and go to a new land that He
would show him. Yet perhaps the biggest challenge
God gave Abram was that he was to ...'walk in front
of God' - not follow Him. This meant that Abram had
to simply 'go', move forward by faith without any
road map, GPS, or any other clear indica on of
where God wanted him to go - except for Gods
direc ons coming to him from behind.
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Your own ears will hear him.
Right behind you a voice will say,
“This is the way you should go,”
whether to the right or to the left.
Isaiah 30:21

Throughout this past year we have explored several
routes to go forward in response this new call on our
lives. As we have done that, there has been the
occasional nudged from behind, an indica on that
the direc on we were heading needed readjus ng.
So, where are we going? ...Honestly, I really don't
know! But what I do know, without ques on, is that
God is with us and He is in process of posi oning us in
a new place where we can more eﬀec vely partner
with Him in what He is doing.
What about Go Forth Ministry? ...I don't know
that either! But what I do know is that in order to 'go
to someplace new' we must leave where we’ve
been. That is what God seems to be requiring of us.
But I don't believe it means the end of Go Forth
Ministry! In fact, what God did make very clear was
that we were to “give it (GFM) to Him”. That can be
interpreted to mean many diﬀerent things, ...which
I'm leaving up to Him to determine. Time will tell!
What about the China, Taiwan, and Vietnam
Ministry? ...I don't know! But what I do know is that
God loves these people very much and He s ll lets
me share a big piece of His heart for them. So we will

con nue serving the Chinese by bringing Bibles to
them to the best of our ability and we will con nue to
welcome anyone else whom God nudges, to join us in
this work. I will con nue to serve the Vietnamese
pastors through ﬁnancial support and Bible training as
long as God lets me carry this in my heart and provides
ﬁnances. I will also con nue to support Brother Khoa
(Barnabas) and his ministry in Taiwan to North
Vietnamese migrant workers there. I will do these
things as long as God con nues to provide the heart,
resources, strength and open door – but somehow it
will have to work apart from me opera ng with the
'tool' (GFM) as I have used it over the past years.
What about our personal support? ...I don't know
about that one either! But what I do know is that we
have found ourselves in this place a number of mes
over the past 30 years of ministry where we could not
logically see any way to survive and at the same me
serve God. But God has proven over and over that He
is watching carefully over His children to see if we will
or will not dare to 'step out of the boat' when He
invites us to. Whenever we have dared to do this we
have always met Him in mately and drama cally on
the waves – on that wild sea of the impossible!
What about this next year of 2016? Now you got
me, because I do have some things in the works!
...along with a lot of 'I don't know', too! Here is what
we're focusing on right now though:

Ÿ

This year I want to complete a book I've been
working on intermi ently over the past year. I'm
about half way through it now and I'm very eager
to create the me to focus on it and get it ﬁnished.

Ÿ

In recent weeks God seems to be opening my eyes
to something that had been si ng right under my
nose for a long me. It is a strategy that would
empower those whom we've been suppor ng in
Vietnam and other places to become ﬁnancially
independent in a way that would empower them
to con nue and grow their ministries. This too
needs to be explored and will require many
months or years to implement - if God gives a
'green light'. It has the poten al to bring the
answer to a prayer I've been pe oning God about
for many years; that we could wean the
Vietnamese pastors we’ve been suppor ng from
the 'Western Chris an welfare system'.

Ÿ

With our son-in-law Clint and our daughter Ellie
developing mission outreach to indigenous youth
on the island of Kauai, HI we have had numerous
invita ons from them to come and be a part of
what is rapidly developing there. This remains
open for explora on and God's leading.

Ÿ

We'll con nue taking teams to China, Vietnam,
and Taiwan. We currently have a Bible Courier Trip
to Hong Kong and ministry in Taiwan coming up on
January 15 – February 1. Another trip is planned
for May 7 – 22 which has about 8 people already
signed up. A few more spots are s ll available –
('hint-hint') There is more info. on the back page.

How do we go forward from here? Right now,
these two truths are mo va ng me forward:
“...it is impossible to please God without faith.”
Hebrews 11:6

“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,”
says the Lord.
“And my ways are far beyond
anything you could imagine.
For just as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so my ways are higher than your ways
and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.
Isaiah 55:8-9

So God has blessed us with a great opportunity to
'please Him' as we move forward in direc ons that are
uncertain. This requires us to keep our ears carefully
tuned in for His guiding voice that will lead us from
behind to places we never yet thought of or imagined!
Yes, I know. This probably doesn't make any sense! I
get it! But this is how God is choosing to work in our
lives at this me and I sure don't want to miss it
because I am too a ached to a 'tool' that perhaps is
ge ng in the way of what God now wants to do!
What about ﬁnancial support that has been going
to various Go Forth Ministries? As long as God
con nues to s r people to ﬁnancially support the
ministry to Chris ans in China and Vietnam, we will
gladly con nue to minister and disperse it as we
always have in the past.
We will con nue to provide tax-deduc ble receipts
through Go Forth Ministry for the me being. That
may need to change if God does not provide someone
in the near future to take my place in the managing

Qualiﬁed volunteer needed for editing several ministry projects. If interested, call 330-466-0538

visit people where security concerns prevented
me going in the past. I also taught numerous
mes at a Pastors Conference and delivered
ﬁnancial support that helps 60 of those house
church pastors in their ministries.

the oﬃce. If not, we will most likely bring our ﬁnancial
accoun ng under 'Interlink Ministry'. Originally
called 'Friend of Missions', it served our ministry
needs very well back in the 80's.
h p://interlinkministries.org/
It would be a natural transi on if, in me, it becomes
clear that God intends for Go Forth Ministry to go that
route.

First me to visit Chris ans at
the leper village in Vietnam

We will advise you of any changes if or when that
me comes. Regardless of future changes, we will
con nue doing the work God has given us.
On behalf of those we together serve, thank you for
standing with us as we search out God's direc on in
this exci ng season of transi on.

What happened in 2015
Much eﬀort was directed at training up a team of
volunteers to take over the oﬃce administra on of
Go Forth Ministry earlier in the year. That all came to
an abrupt end when three were called away for
various necessary and legi mate reasons - in just a
one week period. A week later, Wesley Smith, a close
friend, mentor, a missionary and pioneer of the China
Bible Courier Ministry, suddenly passed away just
a er a week-long visit in our home. On top of all this,
that same month saw a signiﬁcant drop, ﬁrst me
ever, in Go Forth Ministry ﬁnancial support!
Needless to say, this got my a en on! What was God
communica ng? Some would say that it was a
spiritual a ack. I certainly considered that! But it just
didn't feel like an a ack. Rather, it seemed clear that
God was simply telling me that my eﬀorts to help Him
ﬁgure out and secure the future of Go Forth Ministry
was none of my business.
So the reminder of this past year has been to simply
maintain what has been necessary while not striving
to make anything extra happen. Quite honestly, I feel
so much peace now as we've relaxed and not
pressured ourselves to do anything except tune into
God as best we can.
Here are some other things that happened in 2015...

Ÿ

January 2015; Bible Courier Trip to Hong Kong
with a team of four.

Ÿ

June – August 2015; Our son, Jonnie spent the
summer hauling Bibles into China

Ÿ

August 2015; Ministry trip to Vietnam. I traveled
alone this me and was thus able to go places and

Also, in 2015 Go Forth Ministry...

Ÿ

...provided monthly ﬁnancial support assistance
for 60 Vietnamese Pastors.

Ÿ

...covered the Bible School fees, food, accommoda ons and travel costs of 7 North Vietnamese
Bibles students - 5 who graduated from the two
year ‘underground’ program in November.

Ÿ

...made 2 trips that included a total of 4 team
members to Asia where we daily carried Bibles
into China, held a pastors conference in Vietnam.

Ÿ

...provided for prin ng and distribu ng Chinese
Bibles from inside China.

Bro. Yun; 'The Heavenly Man'

In October Daisy and I
had the privilege of
mee ng Brother Yun,
“The Heavenly Man”
who spoke at a nearby
church. He remembered Daisy who had
met him from me to
me while working
inside China years
ago. We had good
me rebuilding our

2016 China Bible Courier & Ministry
Millions of Christians in China are still praying and waiting for a Bible!
Join the team on the next exciting 2 week Bible Courier and Ministry Trip to...
1rst week

kunming, China
Ministry to lepers, friendship evangelism, prayer walks
2nd week

hong kong
Daily Bible Courier border crossing trips

May 7 - 22, 2016

We deliver!

Sign up deadline: March 1, 2016
To sign up, send a $500.00 deposit, a
completed Mission Trip Application, and
your Passport that meets all requirements
to Go Forth Ministry by March 1.

China

For passport details and a Mission Trip
application form, click on “How to sign up
for the May 2016 Mission Trip” at:

www.goforthinjesus.name

*

and click

Kunming

*

Hong Kong

or send an email to:

goforthministry@gmail.com
There is limited space,
so sign up early!

